Ecosystems study sheet

Chapter 28

Name ____________________________

Know your vocab and  root terms.
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     1.  Which of the following is an example of natural modification of an ecosystem?
          A. Urban development
          B Cattle confinement. 
          C. Volcanic activity
          D. Global warming 

2. Which of the pyrmid is the correct food pyramid?


3. A symbiotic relationship in which one organism benefits and the second organism is harmed is referred to as ______.
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Describe best a parasitic interaction?


5. How is ammonia (NH3) transformed into usable form of nitrogen (NO3-)?


Using the diagram of the food pyramid answer the following question.
6. Which organism would be the producer?
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      7.  Why are food webs in nature are more common than food chains?

Using the diagram of the food chain, answer the following questions.
8. The human population is increasing resulting in over-fishing of the oceans. If cod were to be over-harvested, which organism would most likely decrease in numbers because of a depleted food supply?



9.  Which level of the food chain has the greatest loss of energy?


Short Answer:

1. What term is used to identify an organism’s place and role that it fills in an ecosystem?

2. What happens to most of the potential energy that is “lost” between links of a food chain?

3. What is the term used to identify organisms that break down and consume organic materials and wastes in a food chain?

4. What is the trophic level of a person eating a piece of bread?

5. What is commensalisms?

6. What is mutualism?

7. What is parasitism?

8. How would a food web in a desert area be similar to one in a tropical rain forest?  How would it be difference?

9. Only a small percentage of the sun’s energy that reaches Earth’s surface is converted to chemical energy through photosynthesis. What happens to most of the sun’s energy that reaches Earth?

10. Why is the diversity of life greater near the shorelines and near the water’s surface than in deeper waters?

11. Give three biotic factors that influence an ecosystem.

12. Give three abiotic factors that influence an ecosystem.

13. To what extent is energy recycled?

14. Why is there more producers by mass than consumers?

15. Describe the difference between the first order consumer, second order consumer, and a third order consumer.

