Name ______________                                  STUDY GUIDE

Your Nervous System 

Write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each sentence.

_____ 1. The small space between one neuron and the next is called a(n) ______ .

a. dendrite 

b. synapse 

c. axon 

d. interneuron

_____ 2. The working unit of the nervous system is the ______ .

a. axon 

b. reflex 

c. brainstem 

d. neuron

_____ 3. An automatic response to a stimulus is called a ______ .

a. reflex 

b. neuron 

c. synapse 

d. nerve

_____ 4. The branch of the neuron cell body that receives messages is called a ______ .

a. dendrite 
b. neuron 

c. synapse 

d. reflex

_____ 5. ______ send impulses to the brain.

a. Motor neurons 
b. Sensory neurons 
c. Interneurons 

d. Reflexes

_____ 6. The cranial nerves and the spinal nerves make up the ______ nervous system.

a. central 

b. cranial 

c. peripheral 

d. sensory

_____ 7. ______ conduct impulses from the brain to muscles or glands.

a. Sensory neurons 

b. Interneurons 
c. Motor neurons    
d. Reflexes

_____ 8. The ______ is the extension of the neuron cell body that carries away messages.

a. dendrite 

b. axon 

c. synapse 


d. interneuron

_____ 9. The brain and spinal cord make up the ______ nervous system.

a. central 

b. somatic 

c. peripheral 

d. autonomic

_____ 10. Small nerve cells throughout the brain and spinal cord are called ______ .

a. motor neurons 
b. dendrites 
c. sensory neurons  
d. interneurons

Label the three parts of the brain in the diagram below.
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The Senses 
Put true on the line if the statement is true and false if the statement is false.
_____ 1. Sense organs are adapted for capturing and transmitting different forms of energy.

_____ 2. Light travels in straight lines unless something refracts it.

_____ 3. The lens of the eye directs rays of light onto the retina.

_____ 4. Cones in the retina respond to dim light.

Rods in the retina respond to dim light.

_____ 5. The optic nerve passes impulses from rods and cones in the sclera to the brain.

The optic nerve passes impulses from rods and cones in the retina to the brain.

_____ 6. The refraction of light is determined by the shape of the lens it passes through.

_____ 7. The lens in the eye is concave.

The lens in the eye is convex.

_____ 8. A lens that has thicker edges than the middle is called a convex lens.

A lens that has thicker edges than the middle is called a concave lens.

_____ 9. Light rays that pass through a concave lens are bent outward.

_____ 10. Nearsightedness occurs when light from distant objects is focused in front of the retina.

_____ 11. Nearsightedness is corrected with eyeglasses that contain concave lenses.

_____ 12. Farsightedness occurs when light from distant objects is focused behind the retina.

_____ 13. Sound energy is to hearing as light energy is to vision.

_____ 14. The eardrum is a fluid-filled structure shaped like a snail’s shell in the inner ear.
_____ 15. The outer ear sends impulses from nerve endings in the cochlea to the brain.
_____ 16. Olfactory cells are sensitive nerve cells located in the nasal passages.

_____ 17. The major sensory receptors for taste are the taste buds.

_____ 18. Taste buds respond to chemical stimuli.

_____ 19. Many of the sensations picked up by receptors in the skin are stimulated by chemical energy..

_____ 20. Your senses are adaptations that help you respond to your environment.

